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K-States top- 10 moments this season 




Tate Steinlace 
the collegian 



Head coach Bruce Weber 
and the K-State men's basketball 
team didn't envision a 12-11, 5-5 
start to their season way back 
in November. Nonetheless, the 
shaky season so far hasn't been 
without highlights. 

Good, bad, ugly, K-State has 
provided some incredible mo- 
ments worth sharing. So, without 
further ado, here are the top- 10 
moments from the men's basket- 
ball season to date: 

10. K-State nearly stuns 
No. 3 Arizona in Maui 

This was an extremely im- 
portant game early on for the 
Wildcats. K-State had rebounded 
with a win against Purdue in the 
first round of the Maui Invita- 
tional after a lackluster road loss 
to Long Beach State. Arizona en- 
tered a preseason favorite to win 
the Pac-12 title and be a force in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

While there are no moral vic- 
tories in sports — though that's 
something I would argue — K- 
State competed for 40 minutes 
against Arizona. The 72-68 loss 
was just that, a loss, but it was an 
early indicator that K-State could 
compete with anyone in the coun- 
try. 

9. Rohleder pumps up 
crowd with boost of 
energy off bench 

Leave it to K-State's walk- 
on, mechanical engineer major 
to come off the bench and pump 
some energy into a game. 

Brian Rohleder accounted 
for three-consecutive offensive 
charges against Savannah State, 
a game in which K-State started 
off sluggish and apathetic at best. 
After the third charge was called, 
Rohleder jumped up from off the 
ground, looked to the crowd and 
threw his hands up motioning for 
some life in Bramlage Coliseum. 

K-State won that game 73- 
53. To date, Rohleder 's celebra- 
tion is still among the loudest mo- 
ments the "Octagon of Doom" 



has provided this season. 

8.K-State's wheels 
nearly fall off wagon in 
loss to Oklahoma State 

The Wildcats season 
could've ended on Jan. 3. In the 
eyes of many at the time, it had. 
K-State had dropped its third- 
straight loss in dismal fashion. 
Sophomore guard Marcus Foster 
was benched for attitude prob- 
lems. 

By all means, it's impressive 
the wheels didn't fall off on the 
season at that point. 

7. Wildcats face another 
three-game losing streak 
after loss to Texas Tech 

Falling to Texas Tech in 
Lubbock, Texas isn't the worst 
thing in the world. Nationally- 
ranked Iowa State was stunned 
by the Red Raiders there just a 
few weeks back. Texas Tech may 
be down, but you can also count 
on Tubby Smith to have his team 
competing. 

It wasn't the loss to the Red 
Raiders that hurt. Rather, the 
manner in which it happened 
proved most frustrating. Prior to 
Wednesday's game, K-State an- 
nounced that Marcus Foster and 
Malek Harris were suspended 
for violating team rules. A game 
in which K-State needed their 
leading scorer and he was absent. 
Frustrating. 

6. Weber's clipboard 
faces its demise 
against Jayhawks 

Early on in K-State 's loss to 
Kansas last Saturday, Weber was 
caught slamming his clipboard 
down in anger after a slow start 
from his team. 

The poor clipboard never 
saw it coming! 

5. Williams starts off 
8-8 from field versus 
Oklahoma State 

Sometimes when you're 
feeling it, you're feeling it. Es- 
sentially, that's how Nino Wil- 
liams described his perfect 8-8 
start against Oklahoma State. The 
senior forward was unstoppable 
from 10- to 15-feet, draining shot 
after shot as the Wildcats earned 
another victory and Williams a 
Big 12 Player of the Week honor. 

4. Hurt doesn't care 
about the spread 

Kids, let Stephen Hurt re- 



mind you that you should never 
bet on sports. 

K-State was picked lose by 
11 .5 points against Kansas. Those 
who took Kansas needed the Jay- 
hawks to win by 12 points. 

A lot of people took Kansas. 

The Jayhawks were well on 
their way to covering the spread 
before the most unsuspect- 
ing force decided to turn on his 
3-point shooting abilities: Hurt. 

Hurt drained back-to-back 
shots from behind the arc late in 
the game and K-State lost by just 
11 points. Sorry, Vegas. 

3. Iwundu's rim-rocking 
dunk energizes 
Sprint Center 

Wesley Iwundu thought the 
overwhelming pro-K-State Sprint 
Center crowd needed to wake up. 

He grabbed a rebound, went 
to coast to coast and threw down 
a vicious one-handed dunk. Mis- 
sion accomplished. The crowd 
jumped to its feet and cranked up 
the noise as K-State topped Texas 
A&M right before conference 
play. 

2. Foster's daggers stun 
ranked Oklahoma 

Marcus Foster has hit clutch 
baskets several times in his K- 
State career. Against Oklahoma, 
he needed to make two for the 
Wildcats to secure a statement 
win. 

He hit both. 

With the time running out 
in regulation, Foster nailed a 
pull-up jumper to send the game 
into overtime. Five minutes later, 
from nearly the same spot, Foster 
drained a 3-pointer with a hand in 
his face, as K-State ran away from 
Norman, Oklahoma with a win. 

l.Boldensays'NOI'to 
Southern Utah guard 

By now, you've seen the 
play. A determined Southern Utah 
guard thought he could steal a K- 
State inbounds pass and sneak by 
6-foot- 11 -inch Brandon Bolden. 

Bolden had other ideas in the 
form of swatting the layup out 
of the gym. The play was good 
enough to gamer millions of hits 
on Vine and elsewhere on social 
media. 

Tate Stelnlage is a junior 
in mass communications. 
Please send comments to 
sports@kstatecollegian. 
com. 
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K-State looks to stop the bleeding 
against struggling No. 25 Texas 





Parker Robe | the collegian 



Sophomore forward Wesley Iwundu and the rest of the K-State bench celebrate following a layup by 
senior forward Nino Williams with 20 seconds left in the second half of the Wildcats' 63-53 defeat of the 
Cowboys on Jan. 24 in Bramlage Coliseum. 



By Timothy Everson 
the collegian 



The Eyes of Texas," as the 
Longhom fight song pro- 
claims, are upon No. 25 
Texas, as the visitors from Austin 
take a four-game losing streak into 
Manhattan on Saturday. 

The Wildcats (12-11, 5-5) 
aren't faring much better, though, 
sporting their own three-game los- 
ing streak that cumulated Wednes- 
day in a loss to then bottom-of-the- 
league foe Texas Tech. 

Needless to say, the loss 
wasn't the worst thing that hap- 
pened to K-State Wednesday. Prior 
to tipoff, head coach Bruce Weber 
announced in a press release that 
sophomore guard Marcus Foster 
and freshman forward Malek Har- 
ris were suspended for a violation 
of team rules. 

"Our whole team, we have 
been plagued from the start of the 
season by immaturity, by a lack of 
discipfine and a lack of consisten- 
cy," Weber said after Wednesday's 
loss. "That has been on and off the 
court all year." 

Weber is unsure whether or 
not the two will be available for 
Saturday's contest. 

"Hopefully they will learn 
from this experience and make the 
necessary progress to rejoin our 
team," Weber added in the press 



release. 

Without Foster, the team loses 
a consistent scorer. Foster is aver- 
aging a team-leading 14 points and 
was the Wildcats' main threat from 
behind the 3-point line. 

In the absence of Harris, K- 
State loses a consistent defender 
who has given the team valuable 
bench minutes with senior forward 
Nino WUUams still banged up from 
injuries inflicted during the West 
Virginia game. 

Even if Foster and Harris are 
available, the Longhorns will be a 
difficult obstacle for K-State. 

Texas is led in scoring by 
sophomore guard Isaiah Taylor av- 
eraging 13.8 points per game. The 
Longhorns also rank fourth in the 
country rebounding the ball, aver- 
aging 41 .8 game. 

They are able to accomplish 
that with height on their team in 
players like 6-foot- 11 -inch fresh- 
man forward Myles Turner, 6-foot- 
9-inch senior center Cameron 
Ridley and 6-foot-8-inch senior 
forward Jonathon Holmes. 

"I have no doubt in the group 
of guys we have here," Texas head 
coach Rick Barnes told the media 
after Wednesday's overtime loss 
to Oklahoma State. "What it goes 
back to is the fine fine with execu- 
tion. All five guys have to be play- 
ing together. All five guys have to 
be fluid. We talked yesterday about 
what we were going to run to start 
the game and that I can't explain." 



In Wednesday's post-game ra- 
dio interview with K-State Sports, 
Weber said that he expects Texas 
(14-8, 3-6) to defend the Wildcats 
in a zone defense like many in the 
league have done successfully. 

If Foster is out on Saturday, it 
will be critical for K-State to find a 
consistent shooter from behind the 
arc to try and break that zone. 

In the second half against 
Texas Tech, it was freshman guard 
Tre Harris who hit three treys that 
brought K-State within one point. 
Whomever the scoring comes 
from, K-State will have to consis- 
tently score from outside, because 
Texas will be very hard to drive 
against to generate points in the 
paint. 

K-State will also have to avoid 
five minute periods of not scoring, 
which it has a propensity to do, as 
well as a slow start to begin the 
game, which has plagued the of- 
fense and led to multiple poor first 
halves. 

However, as inept as K- 
State's offense has been, Texas 
has been just as bad. The Wildcats 
rank 113th in the country averag- 
ing 44.7 percent shooting from the 
field. Meanwhile, Texas averages 
43.5 percent, which drops them to 
180th in the country. 

Texas will face K-State in 
front of a blackout, as the Wildcats 
are encouraging fans to dress in 
their black K-State apparel. Tipoff 
from Bramlage Coliseum is 3 p.m. 
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What you need to know before Saturday 




iATE bTEINLAGE 
THE COLLEGIAN 



K-State hasn't been doing 
all that good as of late. Thank- 
fully for the Wildcats, neither 
has Texas. 

Whereas K-State has 
dropped three-straight games 
and dealing with suspensions, 
Texas - preseason favorites to 
challenge Kansas at the top of 
the Big 12 conference - have 
lost four-straight games and are 
positioned eighth in the stand- 
ings. 

The two meet Saturday at 
Bramlage Coliseum looking 
to rectify their recent forms. 
Here's how the two teams 
matchup and who has the ad- 
vantage where. 

Front court: Texas 

The Longhoms' season 
may not quite be as they en- 
visioned it, but their post play 
certainly has. Three of Texas' 
top-five scorers are forwards. 
The trio includes a senior, fresh- 
man and junior — all big bodies 
who are able to score inside and 
grab rebounds. 

K-State is a smaller team 
inside, even with Stephen Hurt 
and Brandon Bolden in the mix. 
The Wildcats have struggled to 
adequately get the ball down 
low and attack the rim against 
taller opposition. Texas will be 
the toughest foe in this regard, 
so expect the Longhoms to have 
a clear advantage in the front 
court Saturday. 

Back court: Texas 

The back court was a 
toss up before Wednesday's 
announcement that Marcus 
Foster and Malek Harris were 
suspended for violating team 
rules. Without Foster, K-State is 
lost offensively. Wildcats head 
coach Bruce Weber doesn't 
seem all that optimistic that 
Foster will be available Satur- 
day, which doesn't bode well 
for K-State's chances. 

Texas hasn't been superb in 
the front court this season, but 
sophomore guard Isaiah Taylor 
and junior guard Javan Felix 
have been a solid duo averaging 
13.8 and 10.2 points per game, 
respectively. 

Even with Foster, K-State's 
attention to the big men down 
low should leave Longhorn 




Parker Robb | the collegian 

Junior guard Justin Edwards goes for a layup in the first half of the 
Wildcats' 57-68 loss to the No. 9-raiiked Jayhawks in the first install- 
ment of the Sunflower Showdown on Jan. 31 at Allen Fieldhouse in 
Lawrence. 



shooters open all afternoon. 
That's a clear advantage for the 
visitors from Austin. 

K-State X-Factor: 
Nino Williams 

K-State often succeeds 
against taller teams because 
Nino Williams has the ability to 
pull defenders out of the paint 
with his deadly 10- to 15-foot 
shot. Unfortunately for K-State, 
Williams has struggled since 
injuring his knee against West 
Virginia last week. That has 
allowed teams to sag off a bit 
and key in on senior forward 
Thomas Gipson. 

If K-State hopes to knock 
off Texas Saturday, Williams 
will need to return to form and 
have himself another big day, 
especially if Foster and Harris 
remain suspended. If he's able 
to hit a few mid-range shots 
early on, Texas will be forced 
to step out of the paint, which 
should free up Gipson down 
low for some easy looks. 

Texas X-Factor: 
Demarcus Holland 

Demarcus Holland's junior 
campaign has been good, even 
great at times. Holland is aver- 



aging 7.4 points, 3.7 rebounds 
and 2.7 assists per game. Qual- 
ity production from a player 
who isn't in the limelight. 

The problem is, Holland 
has disappeared several times 
this season. 

Against Oklahoma State 
Wednesday, Holland went 4-4 
from behind the arc to compli- 
ment his 14 points. In the five 
games prior, Holland averaged 
just 3.8 points per game. 

Texas has the tools inside 
to get the job done. It will need 
its full compliment of players 
playing at their best, however, 
around the perimeter to down 
K-State on the road. That in- 
cludes Holland. 

Matchup to watch: 
Thomas Gipson vs. 
Cameron Ridley 

The height advantage goes 
to Ridley, but the physique 
advantage is all Gipson. This 
one could be like watching two 
rocks attempting to move each 
other, but that's all the fun, isn't 
it? 

Tate Steinlage is a junior 
in mass communications. 
Please send all comments to 
sports@kstatecollegian.com. 
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the collegian1 



Every team in college 
basketball has their signature 
players — players that could 
transfer to dozens of schools 
across the country and still 
make an immediate impact. 

For K-State, that player 
is their sophomore guard who 
can score anywhere from the 
floor: Marcus Foster. Averag- 
ing 14 points per game, Foster 
is one of the most lethal scor- 
ers in the Big 12, especially 
when you factor in his ability 
to shoot the long ball, averag- 
ing nearly 40 percent from 
behind the arc this season. 

Foster is performing well 
and has been doing everything 
in his power to get his team 
in the win column, minus 
Wednesday's suspension. 
Even so, K-State is struggling. 
Something clearly is not right. 

As Kareem Abdul- Jabbar 
eloquently once said, "One 
man can be a crucial ingredient 
on a team, but one man cannot 
make a team." 

Foster has indeed been 
a crucial ingredient, but he 
hasn't been able to elevate 
the play of his teammates - 
especially K-State's guards, 
who have struggled mightily at 
times this season. 

For the Wildcats, only one 
player has been able to make 
everyone better around him: 
senior forward Nino Williams. 

Williams, who Weber re- 
fers to as the "old man" of the 
group, may look exactly like 
that old man at times, hobbling 
and wobbling up and down the 
court. But when he's playing to 
his potential, Williams makes 
the Wildcats as competitive as 
any team in the conference. 



Williams creates matchup 
nightmares for any team, 
because his 10- to 15-foot 
shot — rarity in this new age 
of basketball that Williams 
connects on over 50 percent 
of the time — allows K-State 
to function by spacing the 
floor for its guards and senior 
forward Thomas Gipson down 
low. 

It's well-known through- 
out the conference that the 
Wildcats heavily depend on 
Gipson to either grind in the 
paint or pass it out so the 
guards can rotate the ball. 

But something that isn't 
as well-known is that when 
Williams isn't on the floor, 
it's easier for teams to double- 
(even triple-) team Gipson 
down low. Williams draws the 
help-side defense away from 
Gipson, which puts him in 
better opportunities to score 
down low. 

When Williams is on 
the floor and is healthy, the 
difference is noticeable. The 
Wildcats' ability to pass and 
swing the ball side to side is 
night and day different. 

There's a reason why 
Williams is the only Wildcat 
to have won Big 12 Player of 
the Week honors twice this 
season. In fact, he's the first to 
have won it multiple times in 
the same season since Rodney 



McGruder did it four times in 
2012-13. 

In the three games before 
he injured his knee against 
West Virginia, Williams took 
over games, averaging 20 
points, 7.3 rebounds and shoot- 
ing 10-10 from the charity 
stripe — something that cannot 
be overlooked on this roster. 

Since the injury, Williams' 
team appears to be searching 
for an identity. They look lost 
trying replicate the "Nino Ef- 
fect" by having players like ju- 
nior forward Stephen Hurt try 
to get into a rhythm of sinking 
shots, which has worked at 
times, but isn't as consistent as 
the senior forward. 

Simply put, the Wildcats 
don't have a player to replace 
Williams. 

Williams is the true key to 
K-State's success. If he doesn't 
climb out of the hole that he's 
found himself in soon and 
catch a break with his knees, 
the Wildcats could be dead in 
the water, and could be a team 
destined to be knocked out 
early in the tournament — the 
National Invitational Tourna- 
ment. 

Emilio Rivera is a 
sophomore in mass com- 
munications. Please send 
all comments to sports© 
kstatecollegian.com. 
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Senior forward Nino Williams tries to break away from Kansas 
forward Perry Ellis to receive an inbound pass in the first half of 
the Wildcats' 57-68 loss to the No. 9-rankea Jayhawks in the first 
installment of the Sunflower Showdown Jan, 3 1 at Allen Fieldhouse 
in Lawrence. 
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